
             

                      

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

 

 

Martyrs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

Biography 

Martyr Ambassador Dr. Ihab Salah El-Din Ahmad El-Sherif  

 

 

 

- Name: Ambassador Ihab Salah El-Din Ahmad El-Sherif (January 1, 

1954 - 2005). 

- Date and Place of Birth: Cairo, 1 January, 1954. 

- Marital status: when martyred, he was married with two daughters. 

• He was promoted to the rank of Ambassador on 4 January, 2005. 

• Progressed in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs through working in the 

different Departments and divisions as follows: 

• Diplomatic Attaché at the Information, Research and Estimates 

Department from 5 August, 1979 - 30 August, 1979. 

• The Asian Department from 5 January, 1980 – 31 January, 1980. 

• United States and Canada Affairs in 1981. 

• Second Secretary at the Asian Department from 22 June, 1986 – 4 June, 

1987. 
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• First Secretary at the Buildings’ Financing Fund from 1 October to 14 

November, 1992. 

• Counsellor, the Institute of Diplomatic Studies at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs from 17 October, 1993 – 5 August, 1994.  

• Office of Assistant Minister for American Affairs from 14 September, 

1998 - 31 July 1999. 

• Deputy Assistant Minister for Arab Affairs and the Middle East from 

24 September, 2003 - 30 May, 2005. 

- Martyr, Ambassador Ihab El-Sherif worked at the Embassies of the Arab 

Republic of Egypt in Bangui, Paris, Damascus, Tel Aviv and Baghdad.  

Qualifications: 

• Bachelor of Arts, Psychology Department, Cairo University, 1975. 

• Master’s degree of Political Science from the Faculty of Law - 

University of Paris, 1984. 

• Dph in Political Science from the University of Sorbonne, 1994. 

• Diploma in International Relations from the Faculty of Law - 

University of Paris 

• Ambassador Ihab El-Sherif was excellent in Arabic, French and 

English languages. 

• Holds the German Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany 

in 18/02/1999. 

• His main avocation was photography, issued five books with 

photographs from a number of countries. 

- Being tolerant, affable and unbiased, he was appreciated, regarded, 

respected and honored by all his heads, subordinates and friends.  
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- He died as a martyr after being kidnapped on 3 July, 2005, by an armed 

group near his office as the first Ambassador of Arab Republic of 

Egypt in Baghdad after the collapse of Saddam Hussein's regime. "Al 

Qaeda Militant group in Mesopotamia led by "Abu Musaa’b al-

Zarqawi" claimed itself responsible for his kidnapping, and announced 

his death officially on 7 July, 2005. 


